
Handbook 
 

1 
 

Contents 
 
Introduction..........................................................................   2 

From the President................................................................   3 
 

Who’s Who at Greyfriars......................................................   3 
Council 
Executive Committee 
Sub Committees 
The Friends of Greyfriars 
74 Club 
The Greyfriars Club 
Volunteers 
Greyfriars Pre-School 
 

Regular Events.....................................................................   5 
Moviola 
Day Schools 
Special Events 
Book Sales 
Coffee Lounge 
 

Membership..........................................................................   7 
 

Greyfriars Clubs....................................................................  8 
 

Classes.................................................................................  12 
W.E.A. 
 

Affiliated Organisations......................................................  17 
 

Non Affiliated Groups.......................................................... 18 
Room Hire 
 

Halls and Rooms.................................................................  18 
Ground, 1st and 2nd Floor 
Caretakers 
Equipment 
 

Greyfriars Welfare................................................................ 22 
Welfare services 
 

Greyfriars Minibuses............................................................ 23 
The Buses 
Drivers and Escorts 
Shopping Trips 
Hiring 
 

How To Find Us.................................................................... 23 



Handbook 
 

2 
 

Introduction 

Greyfriars Community Centre, “The lovely 
Georgian building opposite the Memorial 
Gardens on the Christchurch Road in 
Ringwood”, is the home to the Ringwood and 
District Community Association. 
Formerly known as ‘Lonnens’ the house  was 
privately owned until 1958 when it was 
bought from Miss Hilary Christy to be used 
as a community building for the benefit of the 
citizens of Ringwood.  

Since then, this beautiful listed building has 
grown to become a healthy complex of halls 
and rooms available for hire and an 
established, regular meeting place for many 
clubs and societies. 
 
The Association is an independent charity. 
(Registered Charity No; 301929) Receiving 
no core public funding, it is financially 
dependent on income raised through its own 
efforts - principally membership and affiliated 
subscriptions, room hire, gift aid and special 
fundraising events. 
 
It is hoped that this handbook will give an 
overall ‘flavour’ of Greyfriars, covering the 
many clubs and classes who meet regularly 
at the Centre, representing a wide variety of   
interests and offering opportunities to meet  
people and make new friends. 

 
For ongoing information on clubs, classes 
and events throughout the year please visit          
www.greyfr iarsr ingwood.org .uk
or pick up a current copy of the Greyfriars 
News from the Community Centre. 
 
Anyone looking for a venue to hold an event, 
class or meeting is very welcome to visit 
Greyfriars, or contact the office for details  
regarding hire fees and availability. 
 

Office: 01425 472613  

ringwoodca@lineone.net 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:ringwoodca@lineone.net
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From the President 

GREYFRIARS COMMUNITY CENTRE is at 
the heart of the community, and also close to 
the heart of the many dedicated volunteers 
who assist the managers with the day to day 
and smooth running of a very busy and well 
respected centre and also the mini-bus 
operation. 
There is also a committed team of caretakers 
who, every day keep the centre spotlessly 
clean and set up and clear away for the 
many users of our rooms and halls. 
Greyfriars started fifty four years ago with 
just the elegant Georgian house, and over 
the years has evolved into the complex 
which we enjoy today. 
The Executive Trustees and members of the 
Buildings sub-committee have always had 
the foresight to carry out many building 
projects which have given us up to date first 
class facilities. 
Our largest hall which leads onto a courtyard 
has just been refurbished with new lighting, 
acoustic panels and redecoration and is ideal 
for weddings and celebrations. Come and 
talk to the managers if you are interested in 
holding a function at Greyfriars. 
These projects have been funded, over the 
years, through the generosity of our 
members, clubs, affiliated organisations, the 
people of Ringwood, various grants from 
Trusts and the Local Authorities and latterly 
from the Friends of Greyfriars. Our 
appreciation to them is unbounded. 
Greyfriars offers a tremendous range of 
activities, classes and organisations for you 
to join, catering for all ages and interests; this 
will be apparent when you read this 
handbook.  Why not come and join us, 
everyone is welcome and you will receive the 
warmest reception. 
 
Gillian  
 

 

Who’s Who at 

Greyfriars 
 

The Council 
Council is the governing body of the 
Association and responsible for policy. 
 

Meeting three times a year in November, 
February and May, the Council comprises of 
the officers, twelve elected trustees from the 
membership (elected at the Annual  
General Meeting), a representative trustee 
from each of the Greyfriars clubs, affiliated 
organisations and from the town and district 
councils. The Annual General Meeting is 
held in March each year. 
 

The Executive Committee 
The Executive Committee meets on the 
second Monday evening each month with the 
exception of August and comprises of the 
Officers, six elected trustees (elected at the 
May Council meeting) and up to three co-opted 
trustees. 
They are responsible for all matters pertaining 
to the day to day running of Greyfriars. 
 

There are six sub-committees each reporting 
to the Executive Committee monthly.  
The Officers and Manager are ex-officio of all 
sub-committees. 
 
 

The Office 
The Manager is responsible for the day to day 
running of Greyfriars, carrying out the policies 
of Council and decisions of the Executive 
Committee. 

  

The office is supported by a team of 
volunteers who cover the reception, dealing 
with customers and assisting with the 
administration of this very busy heart of the 
Centre. 
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Finance Sub Committee 
The Finance Committee meet normally twice 
a year, to maintain an overall view of the 
Association’s general financial situation, and 
to make any recommendations seen as 
necessary to the Executive Committee for 
approval and action as appropriate.  
At our spring meeting, one of the main tasks 
is to make a recommendation for approval by 
the Association’s Council on the level of 
increase in membership and affiliation fees.  
A further major task is the annual review of 
room rates and other charges, which go to 
the Executive Committee for approval. 
 

At our Autumn meeting, we discuss the 
financial figures for the year end of August 
and approve a budget for the forthcoming 
year. 
 

Building & House Sub Committee 
This committee is responsible for the 
maintenance of the fabric and services within 
the various buildings making up the 
Greyfriars complex, together with 
responsibility for complying with all the 
statutory legislation related to places where 
the public assemble.  
For example: fire and safety aspects, risk 
assessments and the regular testing of 
equipment.   
 

The committee also leads on the 
management of the design and execution of 
new building works. 

 
Health & Safety Sub Committee 
The Association recognises and accepts its 
health and safety duties for providing a safe 
and healthy environment so far as is 
reasonably practical for all users of the  
Centre. To this end, the Health and Safety 
Sub-Committee regularly review the ongoing 
risks relating to the Centre and recommends 
remedial action where necessary. 
 
 

 
 
 

The Association & Its Future 
This Sub Committee has the broad responsibility 
of looking forward to all aspects of future 
development of the Community Association. 
The Executive is ever busy with overseeing 
the day to day running of the Association and 
the maintenance of the Greyfriars buildings 
complex and seldom has time to stand back 
and look in detail at a strategy for the future.  
Yet if the Association is to continue to thrive, 
such forward planning is vital.  
This Committee therefore takes time to put 
aside the present and to concentrate on the 
future.  And, of course, if any members have 
any thoughts as to our ongoing development 
we ask them to share them with us.  The 
Managers will be pleased to hear from you 
and to pass your thoughts on to the 
committee. 
 

Minibus Sub Committee 
This committee takes responsibility for the 
two minibuses owned by Greyfriars meeting 
regularly to review the running and 
maintenance of the vehicles: Raising funds, 
setting hire fees and keeping abreast of all 
legislation pertaining to the running of a 
community bus. 
 

The committee is also responsible for all 
driver-training (MiDAS) ensuring that all 
paperwork is up to date.   
 

Special Events Sub Committee 
The Special Events committee are a group of 
hard working ladies who give generously of 
their time to raise money towards the upkeep 
of Greyfriars, selecting dates for regular 
events, setting canteen prices, deciding on 
menus and organising their team of 
volunteers.  
Assisted by their team of volunteers, they are 
able to cater for a variety of social functions, 
as well as organising special events 
throughout the year. 
 

Website  
Volunteers regularly maintain our Web site, 
with up dated information. 
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The Friends of Greyfriars 
The Association relies almost entirely on  
subscription income, room hiring fees and 
the results of special fundraising events, to 
survive financially and to ensure the proper 
care and maintenance of the buildings 
complex at Greyfriars and its continuing role 
in the centre of the Community.  
 

The Friends of Greyfriars is a separate, 
independent charity committed to supporting 
the Association and seeks to raise funds and 
to receive donations and legacies from well-
wishers for that purpose. It therefore ensures 
the Association’s continuing financial viability. 
 

Membership of the Friends is open to all who 
support Greyfriars. There is no membership 
subscription - all we ask for is a pledge of 
support, demonstrated by completion of a 
membership form and your then being there 
when and if Greyfriars needs you!  
 

You will be invited each year to our convivial 
wine and cheese evening (with which we 
combine a brief Annual General Meeting!). 
 

74 Club Monthly Draw 
This Club was formed in 1974 as a fund 
raising scheme for Ringwood and District 
Community Association. Since then it has 
been able to donate over £25,000 to help 
with the development and running of 
Greyfriars.  
 

Taking the form of a lottery, with a draw 
taking place each month (the winning 
numbers are drawn at each Executive 
meeting) there are five winners, with prizes 
ranging from £10 to £50 with £100 prize at 
Christmas. 
You don’t have to be a member to participate 
and you can have more than one entry. The 
subscription is £1 per month, per number, paid 
for by standing order, once or twice a year. 
Entry forms available from Greyfriars office. 

 
 
 
 

Volunteers 
Voluntary helpers are the backbone of 
Greyfriars without whom it could not 
function. 
 
All roles on the Committees and Sub-
Committees are voluntary. 
Volunteers also ‘man’ the canteen, work in 
the office, book shop, drive the minibuses, 
act as escorts, work hard  at fundraising 
events, help with decorating and 
maintenance around the centre and 
generally keep  Greyfriars and its welfare 
services  running smoothly.  
For information on volunteering at 

Greyfriars please contact the office on: 

01425 472613. 

Greyfriars Pre-School 

Part of the fabric and character of the 
centre, Greyfriars Pre-school was formed 
in 1961, one of the first pre-schools in the 
country.  
Offering a safe and caring environment for 
the children, the Manager and her team 
are constantly striving to enhance the 
facilities for children in their care. 
 
Pre-school also run one parent and toddler 
session each week, encouraging social 
interaction for the very youngest in the 
community. 

 
 
Regular Events 
 

Moviola at Greyfriars 
Between October and April, (not 
December) once a month, usually on the 
second Wednesday, a film is shown at 
Greyfriars in association with Hampshire 
Moviola. 
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The films are only a few months later than 
their cinema releases, and are shown in 
the comfort of the Ebenezer Hall. 
The aim is to give the audience an 
authentic cinema experience without 
having to travel outside Ringwood. 
 

Everyone is welcome, whether a member 
of Greyfriars or not. 
 

The films are advertised around town, in 
Greyfriars, in the local press and of course 
at www.greyfriarsringwood.org.uk  
 

Tickets are available on the night, or in 
advance during the month prior to showing 
from the office. 
 

Day Schools 
During the winter months we host two or 
three Day Schools, usually on a Saturday, 
covering a wide range of subjects from art 
and architecture to music and ancient 
history. 
 
These events are either run by the WEA  
(see page 16) or by Greyfriars itself, but 
the format is usually the same. 
Coffee and a chat to start the day, a 
couple of hours lecture, before a delicious 
lunch, further lecture, and a cup of tea to 
finish. 
 

The day schools offer a great opportunity 
to get together with like minded people to 
enjoy a day of friendship and learning. 
 

Information on Day School events is 
published in the Greyfriars News and 
posted on the Greyfriars website, with 
details of ticket prices, who to contact and 
how to book your place. 
 

These events are open to everyone and 
not restricted to Greyfriars members.  

 
 

Special Events 
The Special Events team cater for a 
variety of social functions throughout the 
year, which can include luncheons, 
suppers, teas on the lawn and garden 
parties. 
 

The Greyfriars Challenge Quiz is a 
knockout competition run over three 
evenings during the period January to 
March where clubs and affiliation 
organisations are invited to enter a team of 
three. 
 

One of the most challenging times is at the 
end of July when the Ringwood Musical 
and Dramatic Society produce their 
Summer Show for 5 days.   
A large group of helpers can be found    
preparing hundreds of canapés, filling 32 
trays daily. This operation works like a 
well-oiled machine and can be completed 
in approx 4 hours!!! 
 

The Christmas Draw is launched when 
Greyfriars resumes in September. Every 
member is invited to buy and sell tickets 
during the autumn leading up to the Grand 
Draw coffee morning which usually takes 
place early in December. 
 

In October and November a well-stocked 
Christmas stall offers an early opportunity 
for festive shopping. Gifts are also 
available in the foyer on specific days in 
late November. 
 

During December the team are kept busy 
preparing and serving Christmas suppers 
for several of the clubs who meet regularly 
at Greyfriars.  
 

For further information regarding joining 
the Special Events team or engaging their 
expert services, please contact the office:- 
ringwoodca@ineone.net         
Tel: 01425 472613 
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Book Shop  
The new book shop is open during office 
hours for people to browse and buy, 
paying at reception for any purchases. 
 

The stock of donated second-hand books 
are lovingly sorted and categorised by a 
small team of book lovers, who come in to 
the book shop when they please, to look 
after the stock, pricing books and meeting 
customers.  
This dedicated team would welcome any 
help plus donations of books 
 

Coffee Lounge 
Manned by a team of volunteers, the 
Megan Holman Coffee Lounge is open 
daily between 10.00 am and 12.00 noon.   
 

Serving teas and coffees at very 
reasonable prices it’s a good excuse to 
take a break or meet up with friends for a 
chat. 
 

The coffee lounge is also a space for 
informal meetings, and exhibitions of work: 
paintings, drawings, spinning and weaving, 
photography etc; and an opportunity for 
groups who meet in the Centre to show 
and sell their work. 
Others, such as Pre-School and New 
Forest School of Dance, have used the 
space to showcase what they do and 
celebrate their achievements. 
 

It is the intention to change exhibitions 
each month, so there is always something 
new to enjoy. 

 
Membership 
The Annual membership subscriptions 
and individual donations contribute 
substantially to Greyfriars’ income, 
enabling the Association to care for the 
fabric and running costs of the Centre. 
 

Members take the opportunity to make 
new friends through the various clubs 
and to enjoy each others’ company at 
the many events held each year.  
 

Regardless of how involved members 
become in the day to day affairs at 
Greyfriars, their support is invaluable, 
and of equal importance. 
 

All new members are most warmly 
welcomed! 
 

Members are entitled to: 
 

* Reduced room hire rates for private 
functions. 
 
*   Membership of Greyfriars Clubs. 
 

* Use of the member’s car park (on 
purchase of windscreen permit).  
 
*  Greyfriars News delivery.  
 

Membership year runs from 1
st
 September 

to 31
st
 August, fees as follows:- 

 

Rates are available from the office 
 

Payment 
 

*   By cheque or cash only reception 
9.00 am – 5.00 pm Monday – Friday  
9.00 am – 12 noon Saturdays 
* By cheque sent by post or posted in the 
letter box in the office door, enclosing a 
stamped addressed envelope for a receipt, 
as this will be proof of membership status, 
as membership cards are no longer being 
issued. 
* Please make Cheques payable to either 
‘Greyfriars’ or ‘Greyfriars or Ringwood & 
District Community Association’. 

Gift Aid 
As a registered charity, Greyfriars is 
entitled to reclaim a percentage of tax paid 
on any subscription or donation over 
£1.00.  
This represents a significant increase to 
our income and would, therefore, be of 
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considerable benefit to the Association if 
eligible members could sign a simple gift 
aid form (available from the office) which 
asks for name, address and signature, 
giving Greyfriars permission to claim. 
 
Gift aid forms only need to be signed once 
for each charity. If you have completed a 
form for Greyfriars in the past it is not 
necessary to do so again. 
You will however need to let the office 
know if your tax status changes so that 
you no longer pay tax.  
You do not need to enter this on your tax 
return, unless you are a higher rate tax 
payer, in which case you will be able to 
claim additional tax relief on your self 
assessment return. 
 

Greyfriars Clubs 
Greyfriars Clubs are the core of the 
Association, they are non profit making 
and run for the benefit and enjoyment of 
their members. All club members are 
individual members of the Association, 
paying a personal annual subscription to 
Greyfriars each September.   
 

Greyfriars Clubs are entitled to: 
 

* Public liability Insurance cover. 
 
* Be represented at the Association’s 
Council meetings held three times a year.  

 
* Apply to ‘The Greyfriars Club’ for 
consent to sell alcohol on the premises 
using the Club Licence. 
 
* Hire rooms and halls at Greyfriars at 
favourable rates. 
 
* Hire the minibuses when available. 
 
* Contribute to the Greyfriars Handbook 
and Greyfriars News. 
 
* Post information on the Greyfriars 
website. 
 

* Place A5 posters and flyers in the 
centre. 

 

Avon Painters  

Contact: Barbara Judge 01425 479586 
Meet: Friday 2.00pm - 4.00pm in the Hilary 
Christy Room  
 

We are a group of friends who come together 
each week for a relaxed afternoon of 
painting, tea and a chat. 
We are always happy to make new friends! 
 

Bickerley-The Ringwood Bridge Club 
Contact: Frank Collins 01425 403508 
Contact: Kate Henderson 01425 476568 
Meet: Thursday 6.45 pm for a 7.00 pm 
start - 10.00 pm In the Ann Rose Hall 
 

Duplicate Bridge with occasional team 
matches - emphasis on a friendly game. 
 
Crow Painters 
Contact: Jean Dearmer 01425 480118 
Meet: Monday 9.15 am - 1.00 pm in 
Room 2 
 

A small group of friends who get 
together on Mondays between 
September and the end of April for 
fellowship and painting. 
 

Friday Painters 

Contact: John Collins 01202 827766 
 

Meet: Friday 9.00 am – 12.00 noon in 
Room 2  
 

A small group of painters who meet term 
by term to enjoy painting and learning 
from each other with friendly criticism.  
Because we meet on the top floor of  
Greyfriars, limited space means we have 
to restrict our membership numbers - but 
occasionally vacancies do occur. 
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Greyfriars Bridge Club 
Contact: Ray Coulson 01425 477335 
Rubber: Wednesdays 1.15 pm - 4.00 pm 
in the Hilary Christy Room 
Duplicate: Fridays at 6.45 pm for a 7 pm 
start in Greyfriars Hall  
 (www.bridgewebs.com/greyfriars)  
 
We are a friendly club that welcomes 
new players and visitors. If you need a 
partner, we will do our best to organise 
one.  
Our afternoon session usually lasts until 
about 4.00 pm and the evening until 
10.00 pm. 
We pause for tea and coffee on each 
session. 
 

Greyfriars Forum Club 
Contact: Gillian Habbin 01425 472805  
Meet: 5 Saturdays during the autumn 
and winter in Greyfriars Hall 
 
This popular Club is designed to bring 
members together for social purposes. 
The Club holds five supper meetings 
with guest speakers, during the autumn 
and winter months. There is a waiting list 
to which names can be added. 
 

Greyfriars Ladies Forum 
Contact: Shirley Tobias 01425 476055 

3rd Monday of every month except July, 
August and December 
 

Greyfriars Lace Club 
Contact: Liz Duffin 01425 474552 
Meet: Monday 10.00 am – 12 noon (Not 
bank holidays) in the Ann Rose Hall 
 
Tuition is given to beginners.  
Members make according to their choice 
various Pillow Laces, Bucks, Torchon, 
Honiton and Beds – Maltese etc. 
Friendly informal atmosphere and new 
members made very welcome. 

 
Greyfriars Men’s Club 

Contact: Roger Jenkins 01425 470795 
Meet: Every Thursday 10.00 am - 12.00 
noon in the Hilary Christy Room 
 
The Club was formed in 1975, since 
when meetings have been held every 
Thursday, except occasionally during 
Christmas week. We meet at Greyfriars 
at 10.00am for coffee or tea and 
discussions; the subjects are wide 
ranging, sometimes of world or national 
importance to the light-hearted with an 
occasional touch of hilarity. 
For more information contact Roger or 
call in one Thursday morning to look us 
over! 
 

Greyfriars Play Reading Group (RW) 
Contact: Russell Webb 01425 476618 
russellb.russellwebb@uwclub.net 
Meet: Wednesdays 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
(Not August) in the Sitting Room 
 

In a convivial atmosphere, we aim to 
read a play a week. 
Play sets borrowed from Winchester 
Discovery Centre, via Ringwood Library, 
include the classical greats of European 
literature (notably, Anouilh, Chekhov, 
Ibsen, Shaw and Wilde) together with 
contributions from contemporary writers 
(e.g., Alan Bennett, Agatha Christie, 
Noel Coward, Somerset Maughn, Arthur 
Miller, John Osborne, Harold Pinter, 
J.B.Priestley, Emlyn and Tennesse 
Williams). Thus all aspects of drama are 
covered - tragedy, mystery, comedy - 
and the cathartic or joyful effects are 
fully appreciated by the readers whose 
nuanced reactions to the texts ensure 
that each play becomes alive and 
meaningful. 
If anyone would like to join us (no 
experience necessary, just enthusiasm!) 



Handbook 
 

10 
 

please contact Russell on the number or 
e-mail above. 
Greyfriars Play Reading Group (CW): 
Contact: Chris Wightman 01425 475082 
Meet: Wednesdays 3.30 pm - 5.30 pm in 
the Reading Room 
 

Informal reading of a wide range of 
theatre and screen plays plus musical 
libretti and occasional celebrations or 
outings. Read a wide range of plays for 
pleasure 
 
Greyfriars Spinners & Weavers: 
Contact: Linda Window / Lyn Field, 
Greyfriars: 01425 472613 
Meet: Weavers Wednesday  
09.00 am - 4.00 pm in Room 2 
Spinners Wednesday  
09.00 am - 12.00 noon Hilary Christy 
Room 
 

We are a friendly group of mainly, but 
not solely, women who are interested in 
developing our skills in making textiles 
through use of natural fibres and the 
traditional skills of spinning, weaving, 
dyeing and felting. We can lend 
equipment and you will find that there is 
always someone willing to show how it 
works and to help sort out problems. 
Visitors and long term members are 
always welcome.  
 

 
Greyfriars Young at Heart:  
Contact: Poppy Garvey 01425 477740 
Meet: 1st & 3rd Thursday of the month 
from 2.15 pm - 4.15 pm in the Activities 
Centre 
 

Young at Heart caters for the older 
residents of the Ringwood area who 
may be physically less able, hearing or 
sight-impaired, or just lonely and would 
welcome social contact with others! Our 
meetings allow time for a chat followed 
by some form of entertainment, with tea 

and homemade refreshments 
afterwards!  
We ask for a donation of £2.00 at each 
meeting attended. Transport, provided 
by our team of volunteer drivers, can be 
arranged. 
 
Group ‘94: 
Contact: Frances Mason 01590 679921 
Meet: 2nd & 4th Fridays of the month 
during term time in the Activities Centre 
 

Group ’94 is an art group, with the 
occasional visiting lecturers and 
occasional life drawing days for 
experienced  painters and printmakers.  
Visitors to both, lectures and life drawing 
are welcome. 
 

Ringwood Anglo Italian Society 
Contact: Hazel Dinelli 01425 476091 or 
Doug Wright 01425 478312 
Meet: 1st Monday of each month  
(October - July) 7.30pm in the Ann Rose 
Hall 
 

We are a friendly group who meet for 
illustrated talks ALWAYS IN ENGLISH 
on a wide variety of Italian topics from 
places, people and history to art, food 
and culture.  
Meetings end with a glass of wine and 
we enjoy a meal together in the summer 
and at Christmas.  No knowledge of Italy 
or her language is required and visitors 
are always welcome. 
 

Ringwood Antiques Club 
Contact: Jackie Noakes 01425 474008 
Meet: 4th Wednesday each month at 
7.30pm (September-May except 
December) in Greyfriars Hall 
 

Ringwood Antiques Club is a friendly, 
vibrant group who enjoy learning about 
antiques. We have a list of prestigious 
speakers the best known no doubt being 
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Paul Atterbury expert from the Antiques 
Road Show. Wine is available at our 
meetings, guests and new members are 
always welcome. 
 

 

Ringwood Art Society 
Contact: Chairman David Lowe 01425 
482602 
www.ringwoodartsociety.org  
Meet: 3rd Monday of each month  
7.30 pm - 9.30 pm in Greyfriars Hall or 
Ann Rose Hall 
Regular Tuesday painting afternoons 
and Saturday workshops: contact the 
Chairman for dates and times. 
 

We are a friendly club with all members 
sharing an enthusiasm and enjoyment of 
art in all mediums including 3D art. We 
have an interesting series of 
demonstrations and a varied programme 
of workshops.  In addition to our main 
Annual Summer Exhibition at Greyfriars, 
members also have the opportunity to 
exhibit at other venues to show and sell 
their work.  Whether you are a beginner 
or an experienced artist, you will be very 
welcome.  Guests and visitors are 
always welcome at our demonstrations 
for a small charge of £5.  
 
Ringwood Garden Club 
Contact: Secretary  
Wendy Davies 01202 574875 
ringwoodgc@talktalk.net 
Meet: 1st and 3rd Thursday each month 
(September-April) 7.30 pm in Greyfriars 
Hall 
 

Come and join us as a new member or 
guest if you enjoy gardening or just 
visiting other gardens. We have guest 
speakers sharing their enthusiasm on 
favourite plants, creating gardens, 
gardens they have visited, gardening 
topics and tips on those problem areas. 

There are autumn and spring plant 
auctions, a lovely way to stock your 
garden by sharing plants. We have 
coach outings during the summer to 
gardens of interest and also some 
members open their gardens, a lovely 
day out. It’s a great mix, something for 
everybody. 
 
Ringwood Machine Knitting Club 
Contact:  
Maureen Gulliver 01425 472225 
Meet: 1st & 3rd Monday each month 
11.15 am - 1.15 pm (September-July) in 
Greyfriars Hall 
 

The aim of our Club is to give members 
 the opportunity to: 
*Share knowledge of new and existing 

knitting techniques. 
*Demonstrate techniques and ideas. 
*Invite speakers to some of our 
meetings. 
*Enjoy a social meeting with friends. 
*Promote machine knitting and welcome 
anyone to join us whether they are new 
to the craft or wishing to start once 
again, using their   long neglected 
machines. 
 
Ringwood Philatelic Society 
Contact: Secretary  
Gordon Masson 01425 470710 
Meet: 2nd Tuesday each month 
(September-July) 7.30 pm in the Hilary 
Christy Room 
 

The club prides itself on giving a warm 
welcome to both established stamp 
collectors and those new to this 
fascinating hobby. Members enjoy a 
rounded programme of displays by 
eminent visiting speakers eg Traditional, 
Postal History, Thematic Collecting, and 
fascinating access to scarce, unique and 
rare stamps. 
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There are Members’ own evenings with 
mini displays, competitions and “Bring & 
Buy”.  
The club holds its own Stamp & 
Postcard Fair in the summer as well as a 
barbecue for members and partners.  
At Christmas we have a humorous talk 
accompanied by sherry and mince pies! 
 

Ringwood Scottish Country Dance 
Club 
Contact: Margaret Bulley 01425 654763 
Meet: Tuesday 7.00 pm - 9.30 pm in the 
Ann Rose Hall (September to May 
inclusive) 
 

Our teacher, Mary, works very hard to 
prepare varied, enjoyable programmes 
of dances to suit everyone. The first half 
hour of the evening is focused on 
beginners and inexperienced dancers 
but all are welcome. We also enjoy 
attending dances held by other Clubs in 
the area. Visitors welcome: £3.00. 
 

Ringwood Table Tennis Club 
Contact: Pat Baldwin 01425 476343 
Meet: Tuesday and Friday 7.00 pm in 
the Activities Centre 
 

A happy club with members of ALL 
AGES, we welcome new members and 
guests of any ability on Friday-Club 
nights, just drop in to say hello! or 
contact Pat on the number above. 
Tuesday nights are reserved for league 
matches and match practice only. 

 
Ringwood Travel Club 
Contact: Ann Cole 01425 478764 
Meet: 3rd Wednesday each month 
(September-May) 7.30 pm in Greyfriars 
Hall 
 

A Club for anyone who enjoys or is 
interested in any aspect of travel 
whether actively or passively. Illustrated 

talks by speakers on countries far and 
near. An opportunity to meet and 
exchange holiday experiences and ideas 
with other members. 

 

Classes  
Many tutors have found that Greyfriars 
offers a good central venue to set up and 
run classes covering a wide variety of 
subjects and interests.  
 

All classes are organised by individual 
tutors and institutions; setting their own 
courses, syllabus, term dates and fees; 
they should, therefore, be contacted 
directly for further information and 
availability. 
 
 

 

Avon School of Speech and Drama 
Tutor: Rob Kenny 07912 306046 
classes@avonschoolofspeechanddrama.com 

www.avonschoolofspeechanddrama.com 

Class: Saturday 10.30 am - 12.00 noon  
Room: Hilary Christy Room 
 

Drama lessons for children from 4 years 
upward. 
In a fun environment, pupils develop self 
confidence, communication skills and 
learn about working with others, taking 
part in improvisation, stagecraft, poetry 
reading and script work.   
 

Pupils are actively encouraged to work 
towards the New Era Speech 
examinations. 
For further information see numbers 
above. 
 

Brockenhurst College 
Tutor: College tutors 
Class: See ‘The week at Greyfriars’ 
Room: Various, see board in entrance. 
 

Maths and English classes, offer the 
opportunity, to work at one’s own pace,  
toward qualifications up to GCSE level. 
Small classes open to all ages and 
abilities. 
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Crochet 
Tutor: Anya Christopher 07737326846 
anya.c@btinternet.com 
Class: Thursday 10.30 am – 12.00 noon 
Room: Reading Room 
 

Crochet Class 
Class: Thursday 6.00 pm -7.30 pm 
Room: Coffee Lounge 
 

Come along and learn the basic stitches 
in a friendly environment.  
You can learn everything from single 
and double stitch to reading a patterns 
and making up your own creations. 
Class is every Thursday - £5 per session 
to include refreshment. 
 
French 
Tutor: Zahra Mercer 01425 479163 

Class:  
Intermediate  
Tuesday 9.30 am - 11.00 am 
Upper Intermediate 
Tuesday 11.15 am - 12.45 pm 
Beginners 
Thursday 9.30 am - 11.00 am 
Advanced conversation 
Thursday 11.15 am - 12.45 pm 
Advanced  
Thursday 7.00 pm - 9.00 pm 
Room: All classes, Room 1 
 

“Speaking a second language can delay 
dementia onset for years”  
Steve Connor - The Independent - Feb 
2011 
 

French classes are still going strong, 
with a new beginner’s class on Thursday 
mornings. 
Please call Zara to enrol or to discuss 
any queries. 
The programme includes conversation, 
culture, grammar, vocabulary through 
role play, question and answer, 
discussions and handout work.  

 
History and Politics 
Tutor: Robert Dicken-Fuller  
01425 475314 or 07780 314002 
Class: Tuesday 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Room: Hilary Christy Room 
 

We are a happy group who meet to 
share our interest in history of all 
periods. 
With the atmosphere of an extended 
family, we have room for more. 
A warm welcome and a cup of tea await. 
We invite you to share our enthusiasm 
and interest. These are the only 
prerequisites. 
No previous historical knowledge is 
required. 
 

Iyengar Yoga 
Tutor: Julia Casson 07732 157226 
email jjc@wincoll.ac.uk 
Class: Mondays 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm 
Room: Hilary Christie Room 
  

Iyengar Yoga is a specialised form of 
Hatha yoga with highly trained teachers, 
which is really good for promoting 
flexibility, health, strength and good 
alignment.  It is widely used in national 
and international sports training 
schedules for flexibility, but everyone 
can benefit, whatever age or state of 
fitness.  Regular practice of Iyengar 
yoga helps you strengthen and balance 
your body and mind, and has been 
proven to help with injuries and health 
problems. You will work hard in these 
classes, but as the students will testify 
you will leave feeling calmer and 
stronger. Everyone is welcome, so why 
not give it a try? 
 
 
 
 

mailto:jjc@wincoll.ac.uk
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Little Dance Club 
Tutor: Leanne Desmond 07904 906900 
www.littledanceclub.co.uk 
Class: Tuesday  
Twinkle Toes Ballet 9.30 am -10.00 am 
Twinkle Toes Ballet 10.10 am -10.45 am 
Tiny Tap 10.50 am - 11.10 am 
Beat Boppers 11.30 am -12.10 pm 
Room: Greyfriars Hall 
 

Fun and engaging, baby and pre-school 
dance classes for children from 18mths 
to 5 yrs. 
Classes are carefully planned to ensure 
work on each individual’s self esteem, 
confidence, concentration, balance and 
poise, coordination, spatial awareness, 
and those very important gross motor 
skills.  
Children are encouraged to develop 
their imaginations through use of 
ribbons, pom poms, wands, hats, 
scarves, bubbles and themed props to 
inspire creativity and above all to 
achieve lots of fun! 
All children are encouraged to reach 
their full potential in a caring, nurturing 
and fun filled environment. 
Classes include: Baby Ballet, Tap and 
Street. 
 
Lorna Byron School of Art 
Tutor: Lorna Byron 01425 477414 
lorna@lornabyron.com 
www.lornabyron.com 
Class: Tuesday 9:30 am - 12:30 pm 
Room: Ann Rose Hall 
Occasional Saturday Workshops 
 

Lorna, a prolific New Forest artist, was 
privileged to study Fine Art with the late 
Edward Jones, RBA. 
Students enjoy one-to-one tuition within 
the group, working at their own pace to 
acquire the confidence and knowledge 
necessary to create paintings to be 

proud of. Careful and detailed attention 
is given to drawing skills and the 
understanding of colour together with 
painting techniques.  
The classes are enjoyable and friendly. 
 
Monkey Music 
Tutor: Esther Carne 01202 461943 
esther.carne@monkeymusic.co.uk 
Class: Thursday 9.30 am - 12.00 noon 
Room: Greyfriars Hall 
 

Monkey music introduces music to 
babies and young children (from 3 
months to 3 years) in a way they can 
easily understand while having plenty of 
fun. Classes incorporate action songs, 
movement, percussion, instruments and 
musical games. A new theme is 
introduced each ½ term and fresh songs 
every fortnight. If you are interested in 
coming along with your little monkey, 
see above numbers for booking and 
further info. 
 
New Forest School of Dance 
Tutor: Mary Richardson 01425-472928 
marynfsd@btinternet.com: 
www.newforestschoolof dance.co.uk 
Class: Modern & Tap 
Tuesday 4.00 pm - 7.30 pm 
Room: Ebenezer Hall 
Class: Modern & Tap (including boys 
class) 
Tuesday 4.00 pm - 7.00 pm 
Room: Ann Rose Hall 
Class: Ballet and Modern 
Saturday 9.00 am - 1.30 pm 
Room: Activities Centre 
 

The New Forest School of Dance 
provides ballet, modern dance and tap 
classes for children between the ages of 
3 and 18.  
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Our philosophy is that dancing is for  
everyone helping to build  confidence in 
our young pupils, we aim to provide an 
excellent dance education in a safe, 
caring and fun atmosphere. 
 

The School follows the syllabi of the 
Royal Academy of Dance and the 
Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing. 
If they wish to, and when they have 
reached the required standard, pupils 
may be entered for examinations. 
 

Every two years we perform a show 
involving all children aged 6 and above 
at the Layard Theatre in Wimborne. 
We also take part in various local charity 
events and older students thoroughly 
enjoy performing with several local 
amateur dramatic Societies. 
We also run a very popular Summer 
School at the beginning of the summer 
holidays. 
 

Painting for Pleasure 
Tutors: Catherine Row 01725 517723 
              Mavis Row 01725 517954 
Class: Thursday 10.00 am - 12.00 noon 
Room: Ann Rose Hall 
 

The class continues to thrive with 
students enjoying a friendly relaxed 
atmosphere, encouraged to use their 
own ideas with help and guidance 
offered when needed. 
We welcome new members at any time 
during the term, just bring your own 
paints, pencils and paper and come and 
see if you like the class. 
 
There is a different still life set up each 
week for those who would like to paint it, 
or you can bring your own subject to 
work from such as sketches, 
photographs or objects to draw. 
All abilities are welcomed. 
 

Painting Plants and Flowers 
Tutor: Joan Osborne SBA  
01425 476127 
Class: Wednesday10.00 am-12.00 noon 
Room: Ann Rose Hall 
Class: Thursday 2.00 pm - 4.00 pm 
Room: Hilary Christy Room 
 
The classes are designed to explore the 
recording of plants and flowers as an art 
form.  The style is botanical and we work 
in graphite pencil, sometimes pen and 
ink, watercolour and coloured pencil 
according to the students choice.  
  
Tuition is suitable for all levels of ability, 
giving attention to building confidence in 
beginners with a gradual acquisition of 
skills in observation, drawing, 
composition, colour awareness and 
painting.  
 
Our group is friendly and hardworking, 
we all enjoy the two hours of freedom to 
concentrate on our artwork. Enquiries 
are welcome although places are 
limited. 
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Ringwood Community Choir 
Tutor: Kirsteen Freer 01725 517807 
Class: Wednesday 7.30 pm - 9.45 pm 
Room: Hilary Christy Room 
 

Have you ever wished you could sing, or 
have you been too busy to sing for 
years, and now find yourself with a little 
more time?  If so, this could be the choir 
for you.  
I believe almost everyone can sing, and 
welcome you to come and “Sing for Joy” 
with the Ringwood Community Choir.  
We sing songs from around the world in 
different styles: African, eastern 
European, gospel, folk, doo-wop, 
spirituals, rounds, etc 
There is no need to read music although 
music is available. 
If you would like to come and join our 
friendly group for a fun, musical, relaxing 
and uplifting evening, please call 
Kirsteen on the number above. 
 

Yoga & Gentle Exercise 
Tutor: Christine Folliard 01425 652077 
Class: Yoga and Gentle Exercise 
Tuesday 2.45 pm - 3.45 pm 
Class: Yoga 
Tuesday 4.00 pm - 5.00 pm  
Room: Greyfriars Hall 
 

Recent scientific studies have shown 
yoga can be as effective as pain killers, 
to control chronic pain, Hatha yoga, with 
emphasis on breathing and relaxation, 
was recommended. Our classes work 
with both these aspects of a yoga class.  
Students often report how they have 
used the yoga breath to control fear and 
pain during medical procedures. These 
skills help control stress and various 
related problems however, to learn them 
you need to join a class - if you are 
interested please telephone for a chat 
on the above number. 
 

Yoga  
Tutor: Gilly Greenhill 01202 762371 
gillyflower@email.com 
Class: Monday 9.30 am - 11.00 am 

Room: Greyfriars Hall 
 

This yoga class is suitable for all ages 
and abilities, because we work with 
the breath, through which we connect to 
the flow of Energy that fills our bodies. 
Slowly but surely, bit by bit this brings 
health, vitality, joyfulness and a sense of 
well being as we let go of tension and 
anxiety and blocks in the Energy 
Pathways. 
Yoga is the most amazing gift we can 
give to ourselves and also a great way 
to start the week, so that we can move 
through the day easily and smoothly. 
Come and join our merry band. You 
would be most welcome. 
 

W.E.A Ringwood Branch 
Contact: Doris Hughes 01425 478764 
wearingwooduk@aol.com 
 

Workers’ Educational Association - 

A national organisation founded in 1903 to 
provide opportunities for working men and 
women to enjoy further education. 
A registered charity with non political or 
religious ties, supported by Government 
funding.  
W.E.A is a voluntary, democratic 
organisation run by and for its’ students. 
The thriving Ringwood branch, set up in 
1953, offers traditional subjects such as Art, 
Music, History, Literacy and Archaeology, 
in a varied programme of courses and day 
schools at Greyfriars each year. 
For this year’s programme of courses 
running at Greyfriars please visit 
www.greyfriarsringwood.org.uk 
The programme is also published in the 
local press and Greyfriars news 
alternatively; pick up a flyer in the Centre. 
For further information and booking please 
contact Doris Hughes - details above. 
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Affiliated Organisations 
 

Affiliation to the Association is of mutual 
benefit and affords the opportunity of 
working together for the good of the 
wider community 
To become an affiliated member of 
Ringwood & District Community 
Association a club or organisation must 
either be a charity or a non-profit making 
group running solely for the benefit of its 
members. 
 

There is an affiliation fee annually from 
the office, payable each September. 

 
Affiliated organisations are entitled to:-  
 

* Representation at the Association’s Council 
meetings held three times a year. 
 

* Hire rooms and halls at Greyfriars at 
favourable rates. 
 

* Apply to Greyfriars for consent to sell 
alcohol using our premises licence. 
 

* Hire the minibuses when available. 
 

* To be listed in the Greyfriars Handbook 
once a year. 
 

* Contribute to the Greyfriars News. 
 

* Place A5 posters and flyers in the centre. 
 
For further information and contact 
details of Affiliated Organisations listed 
below please visit the website 
www.greyfriarsringwood .org.uk 
 
3

rd
 Ringwood Scout Group  

Abbeyfield Wessex Society Ltd 
All Saints Church - St Leonards & St Ives 
Amethyst 
Angling Trust Wessex Region - Marine 
Avon River Church 
Avon Valley Archaeological Society 
Avon Valley Concerts 
Baby Sensory 
Bickerley Green Nursing Home 
Carlton Wine Society 
Cercle Amical de Ringwood 
Christchurch & New Forest National Trust 
Christchurch U3A 
Civil Service Retirement Fellowship - Ringwood 

Clarks Close Social Club 
Community First New Forest 
Crochet Group 
Diabetes U K - Ringwood 
Dorset Koi Keepers 
Ellingham & Ringwood Agricultural Society 
Ferndown Stroke Club 
Fly Dressers Guild - Ringwood 
Forest Forge Theatre Company 
Friends of Ringwood Parish Church 
Green Cottage Riding for the Disabled 
Greyfriars Pre-School 
Groundwork South 
Hampshire Genealogical Society - Ringwood 
Happy Dogs Rescue Service 
Ibsley & District Horticultural Society 
Kings Church 
Naomi House Children's Hospice 
New Forest (North) Citizens Advice Bureau 
New Forest (W) Constituency Labour Party 
New Forest (W) Conservative Association 
New Forest Cruse Bereavement 
New Forest Cycling Club 
New Forest Green Party 
New Forest Guild of Weavers Spinners & Dyers 
P S V Circle 
Pathway – Action for Children 
Poulner Baptist Chapel 
Poulner Players 
Quaker Court 
Ringwood & Burley Band 
Ringwood & District Ex-Tabler's Club 
Ringwood & District Old People’s Welfare 
Ringwood & District Old People's Housing Soc 
Ringwood & District Probus Club 
Ringwood & District Tangent Club 
Ringwood Foodbank 
Ringwood & Fordingbridge Club for the Blind 
Ringwood & Fordingbridge Footpath Society 
Ringwood & Fordingbridge Lions Club 
Ringwood & Fordingbridge Talking News 
Ringwood & Hangersley Women's Institute 
Ringwood Camera Club 
Ringwood Carer's Group 
Ringwood Carnival Society 
Ringwood Christian Spiritualist Church 
Ringwood Clover Club 
Ringwood Day Care Centre at Trinity 
Ringwood Floral Decoration Society 
Ringwood Islamic Group 
Ringwood Judo Club 
Ringwood Luncheon Club 
Ringwood Meeting House Association Ltd 
Ringwood Musical & Dramatic Society 
Ringwood Natural History Society 
Ringwood Parish Church 
Ringwood School 
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Ringwood Society 
Ringwood Town Council 
Ringwood Tuesday Craft & Produce 
Ringwood Twinning Association 
Ringwood U3A 
Ringwood Writers' Circle 
Riverside Court Social Group 
Rotary Club of Ringwood 
Royal British Legion - Ringwood 
Royal British Legion - Ringwood - Women's Sec 
Royal Photographic Society 
Salvation Army - Ringwood 
Spinnaker Club – Ringwood 
St John Ambulance - Ringwood 
Subud - Wessex 
The Stable Family Home Trust 
Three Counties Cat Society 
Trinity United Church – Women’s Guild 
U-Nite 
Unity Lodge No 131 & 132 
Via Lucis Lodge 
Viisions Life Force Foundation 
Wessex Cat Club 

Workers’ Educational Association 
 

Non Affiliated Groups 
 

Greyfriars’ halls and rooms are available 
for anyone to hire. 
There are several non affiliated groups, 
both local and national, who use the 
Centre as a meeting place of choice: 
 
Other organisations who meet at 
Greyfriars include the NHS, Camps 
International, italk, Cruse Bereavement 
and Social Services. 
 
A few commercial concerns also use 
Greyfriars regularly, including companies 
valuing gold, silver, jewellery and 
antiques.  
 
We are also pleased to have been 
chosen by many individuals hosting a 
variety of private functions and family 
celebrations including:  
Birthday parties, anniversaries, baby 
naming ceremonies, wedding 

receptions, memorials,  funeral wakes 
and fundraising events. 

Room Hire 
 

The following pages give a few details of 
the halls and rooms but . 
 

Come and see for yourself!  
Anyone looking for a venue for an event, 
class, meeting or private function, is very 
welcome to come and look around the 
Centre during office hours.  
 

For details on hiring halls and rooms, 
including: availability, hire fees and 
terms and conditions please contact 
the office: 01425 472613 
ringwoodca@lineone.net 

 

Halls and Rooms 
The Greyfriars complex has three 
delightful, good sized halls available to 
hire, each with its own well equipped 
kitchen and individual character, 
providing pleasing settings for concerts, 
lectures, club meetings, suppers, 
dances, slide shows, wedding 
receptions, etc.  
 
The Activities Centre, which is situated 
beyond the library, built in the 70’s as a 
sports hall, is a good separate space for 
lively groups, table tennis, martial arts, 
discos, children’s  parties etc.  
 
The original Georgian house offers a 
further seven rooms of varying sizes, 
each with its own unique character. 
These rooms are popular for smaller 
meetings, classes, and counselling 
groups. 
 
All halls are wheelchair accessible, two 
rooms (including the coffee lounge) in 
the old house are accessible via 4 steps 
served by a wheelchair lift. 

mailto:ringwoodca@lineone.ne
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Ground Floor 
 

Greyfriars Hall   
15m x 6.5m   
Capacity: 150 seated, 80 dining.  
One side opens on to an open courtyard 
10m square.  
This hall is air conditioned and has a 
well equipped kitchen with dishwasher. 
 

Ann Rose Hall  
9m x 7.5m   
Capacity: 100 seated, 70 dining.   
Opened in 1990 in memory of a founder 
member, this hall opens onto a small 
foyer and a potential bar area.  It has its 
own well equipped kitchen. 
 

Ebenezer Hall 
11.2m x 7m   
Capacity: 100 seated, 80 dining.  
Redeveloped in 2009 and also opens on 
the small foyer and potential bar area. It 
has its own well equipped kitchen with 
dishwasher. 
 

Activities Centre  
15.5m x 11.2m  
Capacity: 150 seated 
This is a stand-alone building behind the 
library with easy access from the 
Blynkbonnie car park, used primarily by 
active groups, and is equipped with its 
own kitchen and toilet facilities. 
 

Hilary Christy Room 
9.3m x 4.4m 
Capacity: 40 seated. 
This room runs the length of the ground 
floor, with French windows overlooking 
the lawn 
 

Megan Holman Coffee Lounge  
5.9m x 4.1m 
This room is manned every weekday 
morning from 10.00am - 12.00noon to 
sell refreshments, but is available for 
hire at other times. 
This is a good informal room 
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1st Floor Rooms (up 2 small flights of stairs) 
 

Room 1 
5mx4.5m 
A pleasant room, the largest on the first 
floor, with the window in a curved wall 
looking out over the lawn. 
 

Sitting Room 
4.3m x 4m 
A bright and airy room facing the front of 
the building with two bay windows 
overlooking the memorial gardens. Ideal 
for small meetings. 
 

Committee Room  

4.1m x 3.3m 
A small bright room ideal for small 
groups, meetings or classes. 
Faces the front of the building with two 
bay windows  
overlooking the memorial gardens. 
 

Reading Room  
4.2m x 4m.  
An ideal space for small groups, 
meetings or classes. 
This room has toilet facilities.  
 

2nd Floor Rooms (up 2 further short 

flights) 
 

Room 2 
11.1m x 3.6m  
This low room in the attic runs the whole 
width of the front of the house. 
 

Room 3   
3.7m x 3.6m 
This is a small attic room. (No photo) 

Ideal for one to one sessions. 
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Caretakers 
The team of Greyfriars caretakers do 
their best to set up rooms and halls, in 
accordance to prior instructions.  
(drawn plans are preferred for halls) 
The team will also clear the rooms after 
use ready to set up for the next user. 
 

(Hirers are more than welcome to set up 
their own space if preferred, as long as 
the office is informed of what is required 
in the way of tables and chairs etc in 
advance) 
 

The caretakers are also responsible for 
the daily cleaning and tidying of the  
Centre. However, they are not on site all 

the hours that the centre is open so it is 

appreciated if users leave the halls, 

rooms and especially kitchens in a 

reasonable condition. 
 

Kitchens Each hall has it’s own well 

equipped kitchen, available to hire, 

either to provide refreshments or to 

prepare a full meal, in which case use of 

the walk in cold store is also available. 
 

2 Airpots (hot water flasks) are 
available from the office, booked in 
advance please. These are useful for 
smaller groups not wanting to interrupt 
their session for a coffee break. 
 

Greyfriars also has an oil drum 
barbeque to hire, perfect for summer 
events. 
 

Tables and Chairs The Centre is well 
equipped with chairs, for indoor and 
outside use, 6’ and 3’ trestle tables and 
a selection of different coloured 
tablecloths are available to hire for 
special occasions 
Furniture in all halls and rooms (with the 
exception of the Committee Room) may 
be set up as wished. 

Bar A movable bar is available for use in 
Greyfriars, Ann Rose and Ebenezer 
Halls. 
 

Audio Systems Greyfriars Hall and 
Ebenezer Hall have built in audio 
systems with the use of  both wireless 
and body microphones on request from 
the office. 
A small portable amp and microphone 
may be used in the Ann Rose Hall or 
outside if required.  
The Activities Centre has a separate 
sound system and microphone on 
request. 
 

Digital Projector Available to hire (it is 
advisable to arrive a little early to set this 
up.) 
 

Wi-Fi Accessible throughout the 
complex with exception of the Activities 
Centre. 
Ask at the office for the code. 
 

Projector screens, white boards and 
flip charts are also available, although 
users need to provide their own flip chart 
paper and writing implements. 
 

Toilet Facilities In the main building 
there are two sets of both gents and 
ladies toilets. 
The disabled access toilet and baby 
changing facilities are situated off the 
foyer to the Ebenezer and Ann Rose 
Halls. 
 

Car Parking The members’ only car 
park is situated opposite the entrance to 
the Centre and opposite the Activities 
Centre main door. These spaces are 
reserved for those members who 
purchase and display an annual 
windscreen permit, available from the 
office.  
(The permit does not guarantee a 
space!) 
A disabled space is available. 
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Limited parking spaces outside the 
library are restricted to three hours 
only. 
 

There is a paying car park nearby with 
both long and short stay spaces 
accessed from Christchurch Road 
(alongside the Wesley Centre.) with 
pedestrian access through to Greyfriars. 
 

Greyfriars Welfare 
The services listed below are those 
available regularly at Greyfriars. 
 

Hearing Aid Batteries 
Available from the office every Monday   
afternoon between 1.00pm and 4.00pm 
(with the exception of bank holidays) 
Please remember to bring your book 
from the Audiology department. 
 

Lunch Club 
Contact: Dot Adams 01425 478614 
 

Every Wednesday a two course meal is 
prepared and served to frail, elderly and 
socially isolated guests by a jolly team of 
volunteers!  
 

Transport on one of the Greyfriars 
minibuses Is available if needed. 
 

The Club is supported by volunteers, 
driving, escorting, administration, 
preparing and serving meals.  
 

Ringwood and Fordingbridge 
Club for the Blind 
Chairman: Alistair Stokes  
01425 474263 
Secretary:  
Kate Henderson 01425 476568 
 

A social club for the visually impaired is 
run twice a month on the 2nd and 4th 
Thursday, meeting in the Activities 
Centre. 
 

Entertainment is varied and occasional 
outings are arranged. 
A craft class is run by Brockenhurst 
College each week. 
 

A home visiting service is available 
offering appropriate advice and services 
to the  visually impaired housebound. 

 

Greyfriars Young at Heart 
Contact: Poppy Garvey 01425 477740 
 

A social club for the physically less able, 
older members of the community meets on 
the 1st and 3rd Thursday of the month from 
2.15 pm-4.15 pm in the Activities Centre.  
For more information please see listing under 
‘Greyfriars Clubs’. 
 

St John Ambulance 
Contact: Archie Hoggan 07881 503002 
 

Meetings for training in first aid and associated 
subjects held in Greyfriars hall every 
Tuesday evening during school terms. 
 

Badgers 5.30 pm - 6.00 pm 
Cadets 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm 
Adults 8.00 pm - 9.30 pm 
 

New members in any age group are always 
welcome, for more information please call 
Archie on the above number. 
 

Welfare Services For further 

information of welfare services in the 
Ringwood District any of our affiliated 
organisations may be contacted through 
links and details on the Greyfriars 
website www.greyfriarsringwood.org.uk   
                  

Or contact: 
New Forest District Council 
www.nfdc.gov.uk   
Community First www.cfnf.org.uk 
Hampshire County Council 
www.hcc.gov.uk  
Ringwood Gateway 01425 482773 
Social Services Direct 08456 004555 
 

http://www.cfnf.org.uk/
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Greyfriars Minibuses 
 
The Buses 
Due to the generosity of many 
individuals and organisations, 
Greyfriars is able to run two 
minibuses for the purpose of 
providing service to the Community. 
Supplied and serviced regularly by 
local firms, each bus is fitted with a 
wheelchair lift enabling easy access 
for passengers with mobility 
difficulties. 
 

Drivers and Escorts 
The minibuses could not operate without 
the voluntary support of the drivers and 
escorts who give freely of their time to 
run the weekly shopping trips and whose 
services are, occasionally, called upon 
by different groups in need of transport. 
Each driver must be qualified to drive 
the buses and undergoes training and 
assessment every four years by one of 
our MiDAS examiners. 
 

Shopping Trips 
In conjunction with the Old People’s 
Welfare Association, Greyfriars provides 
weekly shopping trips to Ringwood for 
local residents who would otherwise find 
it difficult to travel into town. 
Having pre-booked their seat, 
passengers are picked up from home 
and taken in to Ringwood to shop 
independently, for between 1 and 1½ 
hours, after which time they are taken 
home with their shopping.  
The minibuses are designed to provide 
safe carriage of passengers’ shopping 
and walking aids and the escorts are 
always at hand to reassure passengers 
boarding and alighting from the vehicles, 
helping with trolleys and bags. 
 

 
 

 
 

Hiring 
Any affiliated group or Greyfriars club 
may hire the minibuses when available.  
All drivers must be MiDAS trained and 
hold a current certificate.  
For further details on hiring a vehicle 
and availability please contact the office 
01425 472613 

How to find us 

 

For further information on any  
organisations mentioned or subject 
covered in the Handbook please visit 
 

 www.greyfriarsringwood.org.uk 
 

Or contact the Greyfriars office  
 

ringwoodca@lineone.co.uk 
 

Telephone: 01425 472613 
 

‘Greyfriars’ 
Ringwood & District 
 Community Association 
44 Christchurch Road 
Ringwood 
Hampshire 

 

The office is open at the following 

times with the exception of bank holidays 

and Saturdays during August when the office 
is not manned. Monday – Friday 9.00 am - 
5.00 pm Saturday 9.00 am - 12.00 noon  
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